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HONORING JOHN GEORGE 

BEZANTAKOS-BAKER 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate John George 
Bezantakos-Baker of Boca Raton, Florida, 
who turned 100 years young on May 10th. 

A native Washingtonian, John was born in 
D.C. on May 10, 1915. He has fond childhood 
memories of selling peanuts in his push cart to 
prominent figures like the 30th President of 
the United States Calvin Coolidge and then 
Secretary of State Herbert Hoover. In 1944, 
he received his law degree from New York 
University and then enlisted in the Army Air 
Corps. After being honorably discharged in 
1946, John worked at MetLife Insurance Com-
pany until his retirement in 1976. John moved 
to Ft. Lauderdale post-retirement and became 
active in the South Florida Greek community 
as a lifetime member of the American Hellenic 
Education Progressive Association, the first 
Greek-American Neighborhood Commissioner 
for the Boy Scouts, and a trustee in his local 
Greek Orthodox Church. John was married 44 
years to his late wife and has two children and 
three grandchildren. 

John is an exceptional man, and one who I 
am proud to represent in Florida’s 22nd Dis-
trict. I know I join with his family and friends 
in celebrating this wonderful occasion. I wish 
him good health and continued success in the 
coming year. 
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NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MAC THORNBERRY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 13, 2015 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1735) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2016 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Chair, I ask that 
the following exchange of letters be submitted 
during consideration of H.R. 1735: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS, 

Washington, DC, April 30, 2015. 
Hon. WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, Ray-

burn House Office Building, Washington, 
DC. 

DEAR MR. THORNBERRY: I write to confirm 
our mutual understanding regarding several 
provisions contained in the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016. This 
legislation contains subject matter within 
the jurisdiction of House Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. However, in order to expedite 
floor consideration of this important legisla-
tion, the committee waives consideration of 
the bill on the following provisions. 

Title Section #—Name 

5 ........................... Section 562—Availability of Additional Training Oppor-
tunities under Transition Assistance Program 

Title Section #—Name 

5 ........................... Section 565—Recognition of Additional Involuntary 
Mobilization Duty Authorities Exempt from Five-Year 
Limit on Reemployment Rights of Persons who Serve 
in the Uniformed Services 

5 ........................... Section 566—Job Training and Post-Service Placement 
Executive Committee 

5 ........................... Section 592—Honoring Certain Members of the Re-
serve Components as Veterans 

7 ........................... Section 701—Joint Uniform Formulary for Transition of 
Care 

7 ........................... Section 721—Extension of Authority for DOD-VA Health 
Care Sharing Incentive Fund 

7 ........................... Section 722—Extension of Authority for Joint Depart-
ment of Defense-Department of Veterans Affairs 
Medical Facility Demonstration Fund 

12 ......................... Section 1251—Sense of Congress Recognizing the 
70th Anniversary of the End of Allied Military En-
gagement in the Pacific Theater 

14 ......................... Section 1431—Authority for Transfer of Funds to Joint 
Department of Defense-Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Medical Facility Demonstration Fund for Cap-
tain James A. Lovell Health Care Center, Illinois 

The House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
takes this action only with the under-
standing that the committee’s jurisdictional 
interests over this and similar legislation 
are in no way diminished or altered. 

The committee also reserves the right to 
seek appointment to any House-Senate con-
ference on this legislation and requests your 
support if such a request is made. Finally, I 
would appreciate your including this letter 
in the Congressional Record during consider-
ation of H.R. 1735 on the House Floor. Thank 
you for your attention to these matters. 

Sincerely, 
JEFF MILLER, 

Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 1, 2015. 
Hon. JEFF MILLER, 
Chairman, Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 

Cannon House Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 
letter regarding H.R. 1735, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016. 
I agree that the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs has valid jurisdictional claims to cer-
tain provisions in this important legislation, 
and I am most appreciative of your decision 
not to request a referral in the interest of ex-
pediting consideration of the bill. I agree 
that by foregoing a sequential referral, the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs is not 
waiving its jurisdiction. Further, this ex-
change of letters will be included in the com-
mittee report on the bill. 

Sincerely, 
WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 

Washington, DC, April 30, 2015. 
Hon. WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, Ray-

burn House Office Building, Washington, 
DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN THORNBERRY, I write to 
confirm our mutual understanding regarding 
H.R. 1735, the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2016. This legislation 
contains subject matter within the jurisdic-
tion of the Committee on the Judiciary. 
However, in order to expedite floor consider-
ation of this important legislation, the com-
mittee waives consideration of the bill. 

The Committee on the Judiciary takes this 
action only with the understanding that the 
committee’s jurisdictional interests over 
this and similar legislation are in no way di-
minished or altered. The committee also re-
serves the right to seek appointment to any 
House-Senate conference on this legislation 
and requests your support if such a request is 
made. 

Finally, I would appreciate your including 
this letter in the Congressional Record dur-

ing consideration of H.R. 1735 on the House 
Floor. Thank you for your attention to these 
matters. 

Sincerely, 
BOB GOODLATTE, 

Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 1, 2015. 
Hon. BOB GOODLATTE, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, Ray-

burn House Office Building, Washington, 
DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 
letter regarding H.R. 1735, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016. 
I agree that the Committee on the Judiciary 
has valid jurisdictional claims to certain 
provisions in this important legislation, and 
I am most appreciative of your decision not 
to request a referral in the interest of expe-
diting consideration of the bill. I agree that 
by foregoing a sequential referral, the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary is not waiving its ju-
risdiction. Further, this exchange of letters 
will be included in the committee report on 
the bill. 

Sincerely, 
WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 

Chairman. 
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IN HONOR OF THE EIGHTY-FIRST 
ANNIVERSARY OF PATROLMAN 
JOHN FRANCIS SMITH’S PASSING 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize John Francis Smith, a patrolman 
from Lynn, Massachusetts who died, as a re-
sult of injuries sustained in the line of duty, on 
August 19, 1934. Today being Peace Officers 
Memorial Day, I can think of no more fitting 
occasion to honor his commitment to his com-
munity and family. 

Patrolman Smith was a sixteen year veteran 
of the Lynn Police Department at the time of 
his fateful incident. Though his initial violent 
confrontation did not prove fatal, the wounds 
sustained that day did prove to be grievous. 
Patrolman Smith was rushed into emergency 
surgery, which would prolong his life by an ad-
ditional two years. Despite his life threatening 
wounds, John F. Smith eventually returned to 
active patrol duty, serving his community to 
the best of his ability. Sadly, the wounds suf-
fered in 1932, eventually took his life on Au-
gust 19th, 1934. 

In addition to his dedicated service as a pa-
trolman in the Lynn Police Department, John 
F. Smith was a loving husband, and father to 
nine children. His family has continued to grow 
and flourish in the eight decades since his un-
timely passing. In the five generations since 
his watch ended, public service has remained 
a very important component of the Smith fam-
ily. Several of the descendants went on to 
serve in the Lynn Police Department, and oth-
ers still got involved in municipal government. 
But, we can all be thankful for the precedent 
set by John Francis Smith’s service to his 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor John 
Francis Smith on this day dedicated to the 
men and women who have fallen in the line of 
duty. I ask that my colleagues join me in com-
memorating his sacrifice in the pursuit of a 
more perfect community. 
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